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TO GOSSIP IS A SIN.

Dr. Talmage Denounces the Practice
of Whispering of Evil.

Claues II Anionic Hie World's derat-
es! Vlllnlnlrs More llnruiful Than

Open SlnnUrr-- A Dcatrujer
of Uotttl Entiles.

(Copyright, 1S99. by Louis Klopsch.)

In this discourse Dr. Tnlmnge vigor-
ously arraigns one of the great cil
that lime cursed the world and urges
generous interpretation of the charac-
ters of others; text, Komnns 1:29,
"Full of cny, murder, debate, dectit,
malignity w hispcrers."

l'aul was here calling the long roll of
the, world s villainy, and he puts in the

' midst of this roll those persons known
Iti all cities and communities and places
as whisperers. They a:u so railed be-

cause they generally speak undervoioe
and in a confidential v , their hand to
the side of their mouth acting us n fun-
nel to Keep the precious information
from wandering into the wrong ear.
They speak softly not because they
have lack of lung force or because thoy
are overpowered with the spirit of gen-
tleness, but because they want to es-

cape the consequences of defamation.
If no one hears but the person whls-peie- d

unto, and the offender be ar
raigned, he can deny the whole thing,
for whisperers are alwavs llrst-clas- s

liars!
Some people w hisper because they arc

hoarse from n cold or because they Wish
to convey some useful information
without disturbing others, but the crea-
tures photographed by the apostle in
my text give muffled utterance from
sinister and depraved motive, and some-
times 3011 can only hear the sibilant
sound as the letter "s" drops from the
tongue into the listening ear, the brief
hiss of the serpent as it projects its
venom.

Whisperers are masculine and femi-
nine, with n tendency to majority on
the side of those who are called "the
loids of creation." Whisperers are
heard at every window of bank cashier
and nre heard in all cuuntingroomsns
vjell ns in sewing societies and at meet-
ings of asv lum directors anil managers.
They are the worst foes of society, re-

sponsible for miseries innumerable;
they are the scavengers of the world,
driving their cart through every com-

munity, and to-da- y I hold up for your
holy anathema and execration these
whisperers.

from the frequency with which Faul
speaks of them under different titles I

conclude that he must have, suffered
somewhat from them. Ills personal
presence was very defective, and that
made him perhaps the target of their
ridicule, and besides that he was a
bachelor, persisting in his celibacy
down Into the sixties Indeed, all the
'Svay'ttirough and, some having fnlkd
in their connubial designs upon him,
the little missionary was put under the I

raKing nre of these whisperers. Jte
was no doubt a rare morsel for their
fccandniization, and ho cannot keep his
patience nny longer, nnd ho lays hold
of these miscreants of the tongue and
gives them a very hard setting down in
my text among the scoundrelly and the
murderous. "Envy, murder, debate, de-
ceit, malignity w hispcrers."

The lnw of libel makes quick and
stout grip of open slander. If I should
In a plain way, calling you by name,
charge you with fraud or theft or mur-
der or unclcnnlinrss, morn-
ing I might have peremptory docu-
ments served on me, and I would have
to pay in dollars and cents for the dam-
age I had done your character. Hut
these creatures Fpokcn of in my text
nre so small that they escape the line
tooth comb of the law. They go on, and
they go on, escaping the judges and the
juries and the penitentiaries. The dis-
trict attorney cannot find them, the
sheriff cannot find them, the grand jury
cannot find them. Shut them oiT from
one route of perfidy, and they start on
another. You cannot by the force of
moral sentiment persuade them to de-
sist. You might as well read the Ten
Commandments to a flock of crows, ex-
pecting them to retreat under the force
of moraj sentiment. They nre to be
foi.nd everywhere, these whisperers. J

think their paradise Is a country village
of about 1,000 or 2.000 people whero
everybody knows everybody, but they
also are to be found in large quantities
in nil our cities.

They have a prying disposition. They
lock into the basement windows at tho
tables of their neighbors and can tell
jut.t what they have morning nnd night
lo cat. They can see ns far through n
keyhole ns other people can see with n
door wide open. They can hear conver-
sation on the opposite side of the room.
Indeed, the world to them is a whisper-
ing gallery. They always put the worst
construction on everything.

Some morning a wife descends Into
the street, her eyes dnmp with tenrs,
nnd that is a stimulus to (he tattler and
is enough to set up a business for three
or four weeks. "I guess Mint husband
nnd wife don't live happily together. I
wonder If he hasn't been nbuslng her?It's outrageous! He ought to lie

He ought to be brought up
before the church. I'll go right over to
my neighbor's and ;'ll let them know
about this mntter." She rushes in nil
out of breath to a neighbor's house and
says: "Oh. Mm. Allear. have ou henrd
Hie dreadful nevisV Why, o'ur neigh-bo- r,

poor thing, enme down off thesreps in n Hood oJ tears, 'flint brute
of a husband has been abusing her.
Well, it's just ns I expected. 1 saw
him the other afternoon cry smiling
and very gracious to some one who
smiles bnck. and 1 thougl t then I would
just go up to him and tell him he had
better go home nnd look i.fter his wlfo
nnd family, who probnbly at that very
nine were upstairs crying their eyes
out. un, .Mrs. Allenr, do have jour lius- -
hand go over aid put an end lo tliU

trouble! It'i simply outrageous that
our neighborhood should be disturbed
In this way! It's awful!"

The fact is that one man or woman
set on tire of tills belli. h spirit will
keep a whole neighborhood a. boil. It
docs not require any very great brain.
The chief requisition is that the wom-

an have a small family or no family at
all, because if she hav a large family
then she would have to stav at home
nnd look after them. It Is very impor-
tant that she be single or have no chil-
dren at all, and then she can attend to
nil the secrets of the neighborhood all
the time. A woman with a larc fam
ily makcii a very poor whisperer.

It is nstonlshing how these whisper-
ers gather up everything. Thevv know
everything that happens. Thei cure tel-
ephone nnd telegraph wires reaching
from the! ears to all the houses In the
neighborhood.. Thrj have no tnste for
healthy news, but for the svraps and
peelings thrown out of Hip sculler Into
the back yatd they have croat avidity.
On the day when there is a new scandal
in tlie newspapers they have no time to
go ab run I. On the day whn there nre
four or five columns of delightful pri-

vate letters published in n divorce case
she stavi, at home a .id reads aud reads
and rends. No time for her Bible that

but toward night, ltcrhans, she nil over the field
mny find thie to run out a little wMle
and see whether there are anv new de
velopments.

Satan does not have to kp n very
sharp lookout for his evil dominion in
that neighborhood. Ho has let ot to
her the whole contract. She gets hus-
bands nnd wives Into a quarrel and
brothers nnd sisters into antagonism,
and she disgusts tlf pastor with the
fiock nnd the flock with the pastor, and
she makes neighbors who before were
kindly disposed toward each other over-suspicio-

and critical, so when one of
the neighbors passes by in a carriage
they hisLi through their teef h nnd say:
"Ah, wo could all keep carriages If we
never paid our debts!"

When two or three whisperers get to-

gether they stir a caldron of trouble,
which makes me think of the three
witches of "Macbeth" dancing around
u boiling caldron in a dark cave:

Double, double, toll and trouble.
Fire burn and caldron bubble.
Fillet of a fn-- s.nnke
In the caldron bol' and bake;
Kye of nevvt and toe of frog.
Wool of I at and to-.g- uf of doff.
Adder's fork and blind vvorm'Bstlnr.
LlzzntJ's le? and owlet's vine
Tor a chsnn of powerful trouble.
I.Iks a hell both boil and bubble.
Double, double, boll and trouble,

burn ami caldron bubbl.
Scale of dragon, tooth of wolf.
Witches' muraniv. maw and culf
Of th ravln'd sa.t sea shark,
ilake the gruel thick ard stark;
Add thereto a tigers chaudron
Kor the Irgredlent.s of our caldron.
Double, double, toll and trouble,
Fire burn and culdros bubble.
Cool It tvlthubabbooa'x blood.
Then the charm U firm nnd Rood.

I would only change Shakespeare In
this, that where he puts thn word
"witch" I should put the word ''whis-
perer." Ah, what n caldron! Did 3 011
ever get u taste of It? 1 jave more re
spect for the jHor waif of the street
that goes down under the gaslight with
no home and no Mod for she deceives
no 0110 as to what she Is than I have
for theae hags of respectable socletv
who cover up their tiger Uaws with u
fine shawl and bolt the hell of their
heart with a diamond breastpin.

The work of masculine whisperers is
chiefly seen in the embarrassment of
business. .Vow. J buimov Miore nre
hundreds of men here who at some time
have been In business trouble. I will
undertake to say that in nine canes out
of ton It was the result of some, whisper-
er's work. The vv hispcrer uttered some
suspicion in regard toyoureredit. You
sold your horse nnd carriage because
you had no use for them, nnd the whis-
perer said: "Sold his horse nnd car-
riage because ho had to sell them, 'life
fnct that he sold his horse nnd carriage
s'.ovvs lm is going down in business."

One of your friends gets embarrassed,
and you nro a little involved with him.
The whisperer says: "I wonder if he
can stand under nil this pressure? 'l

think he is going down. 1 think he will
have to give up." You borrow money
out of n bank, and the director whispers
outside about it, und after awhile the
suspicion gets fairly stnrted, and It
leaps from ono whisperer's lips to nn-oth- er

whisperer's lips until nil the peo
ple you owe wnnt their money and want
it right nwny, and the business circles
come around vou like a pack of wolves,
and, though you had assets four times
more than were necessary to meet j'our
liabilities, crash went evurythlng.
Whisperers! Oh, how much business
men have suffered!

Sometimes In the circles of clergy-
men we discuss why It is that a great
many merchants do not go to church.
I will tell you why they do not go to
church. Ity the time Saturday night
comes they are worn out with the an-

noyances of business life. They have
had enough meanness practicuj upon
them to set their whole nervous systeml

I think nmong the worst of Hi: whls-pgre- rs

nru those who gather up nil the
harsh things that hnve been said about
you and bring tlicm to yw n'.l the
things said against you, or against
youc family, or against your style of
business. They gather them all up, and
they bring thern to you; they bring
them, to you In the very woist sbnpe;
they bring them to you without &uy of
the oxtenuntlng circumstances, nnd
after they have made your feelings nil
raw, very raw, they take this brine, this
turpentine, this rqun fnrtis, and rub it
In with n coarse towel, and rub It In un-
til it slnkH to this bone. They mnkcyou
the pincushion In which they thrust all
the sharp things thwy have ever hard
about you. "Now, don't bring me Into
the scrape. Now, don't tell anybody I
told you. Let It be between you and
me. Dou't Involve me in it nt all."
They nggravnte you to the point of pro-fault- y,

and then they wonder you can-
not, sing psalm tunes! They turn you
on a plt be lore a hot fire and er

f why you are not absorbed In grnthtffle
to incut necnusc they turn 3011 on a. spit
Peddlers of night shadel I'cddleai
Lanada thistlel Peddlers of nu vi
Icul Sometimes they get vou in c
tier where you cannot very well csei
without being rude, and then thoy
. ..II III! II Ullll II. .... .....1 ll .jn mi. iuin tm-- i uiic, mm mi nut
that one, nnd nil about the other 0
and they talk, talk, talk, talk, talk ta
After awhile they go nwny, leaving t
place looking like n after ' changes hi civil services
loxesnuil the weasels hnve been nrounf; .,,'0 w.V" "will not find
here a w lug, there claw, vol' "inui'lf '" 'i'oril w it li and
der an eye, and there a crop.
do make the leathers Hvl

lk'ilu '"'-'t.- "

llather than defnmtlon of gold 'm" ,,1,K, l"
It seems to me It would be altni It Kt,,r"n " the

as honorable and useful If vou just to A '''"''"i8' viewpoint being unanimous
u bo of matehis In jour pocket audi
razor in your hand and go through tl
streets and see how innny houses yj
can uiirii uowu null now many tlironl
vou can nut. That is not a much vvor
business. The destruction of a m J
name is worse than the destruction
nus uio. a woman enme. confession:
to a priest nml told him that she na
ueen .sianuo.ring ner neighbors. T
priest promised her absolution on cm
dltionofhet performing a p( nance. 11

jrave her 11 thistle top nnd said: "Yo
can take tlint thistle mid scatter tl

day, srds hhe went nn
itKt so and oame back. "Now," said tl
priest, "gather up nil those seeds."
said: "ican-t.- " "Ah." hesaid,"! kmr
3011 can't. Neither can you jrathcr ti
the evil words you spoke about vim
neighbors." AH good men and all Irool
women nave sometimes detractor!
after them. John Wesley's wife whist
pored nbout him, whispered all ove

kept on nbou
that good man as good n man ns eve
lived and kept on until thf
connubial relation was dissolved.

Jesus tlirist had these whisperer
nftcr Him, nnd they chnrged Him wit
drinking too much nnd keeping bad
company. . wine bibber and thffriend of publicans and sinners." YoJ
taku the best man that ever lived urn:
pui a uetectivc on ins track for teif
i ears, watching where he goes nru:
when he comes with a detcrm'mn
tion to misconstrue everything and tJ
ui line lie goes here for a bad parpen
and there for 11 bad purpose, with thai

of tin
end of the ten years he will be held dc-- l

splcable In the sight of a great niuny
people

If it is an outrageous thing to despoil
n man's character, how much worse is it
to damage n woman a Yet
that evil grows front century to cen-
tury, nnd it Is all done by A
suspicion Is started. The net vvhis.
perer who gets hold of it stutes the sus-
picion ns a prov en fact, nnd many a good
womnn, as honorable as your wife or
your mother, has been whispered out of
all kindly nnd whispered
Into the . Some people say there
is no hell, but if Micro be no hell for such
n spollcr of character It
high time that some
build one! Hut there Is such 11 placei;

nnd what a time they Mil!
have when nil the whispcr-r.- s get (Jjvve

there together rehearsing things'
Kvcrlastlng carnival of mud. WtrclP
not for the
vou might suppose the) would Mglao
to get there. In that reglou where thev

..II UIIUII
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ploltatlon by these whisperers. Or
...,V "t-v-

times they had lie about
the sorlt

i... hns loftted forthings daJM'...ii v.V.i..,.,.
IL'II lilt; l tllll 1IMIMIV ')'.

of scandal moagcr
stopping their gabble nbout their din
bolical neighbors only long enough t

go up the Iron gate and nsk some new

coiner from the earth: "What Is tin
last has men

ifini,ni.-.- iNow, how arc we to thh
Iniquity which curses every community

eorth? First, by refusing to listen
to or believe whisper, livery court of
the land has for a law and all decent
oomtr.unitles that vou
must hold people Innocent until the)
arc proved gulltj. There is only on
person worse than whisperer, and
that is the man or womnn who listens
without protest, The trouble is, jou
hold the sack while they fill it. lie
eelver of the stolen goods is Just
bad as the thief. An writer !e

clnrcs that a slanderer and who
the ought both be

hanged tho one by thu tongue ami the
other by the ear nnd I agree wili

When you something bad nbout
your neighbors, do not go all over ami
ask about it, whether it is true, and
scatter it nnd spread It. Yon might
well go n smallpox holpitnl nnd taKe

patient and curry him nil through the
nsking people If they rwiillv

thought It case of smallpov. That
would be'very bad tho patlentar.il
for all the neighbors. Do not etnil slim
ders nnd Do not make
yourself the inspector of warts, and the
supervisor of carbuncles, and thn com-
missioner for street gutters, und the
holder of stnkes for dog fight. Cnn
be that you, an immortal mnn; Mint
you, an immortnl woman, can find no
better thun a gut-
ter Inspector?

Heslde that, at your ab
no Teach children

to speak well of others. Show them Mie
difference between a bee and n
the on gathering honey, the other
thrusting sting. rend of l.imily
where they kept what they cnlltd "A
Slander Hook," nnd when nny slander-
ous words were uttered the
about anybody or uttered It
was nil put In this book. The

wns kept cnrefnlly. For the (list
few wvks wete grnt
entries, but after awhile were no
entries nt nil. Detraction stopped
Mint house! old. It would be good
thing hae a all
households.

Heaven punishes the bad and prove
the
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II The York hich is uucom
t iroinllngly republican and therefore
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I'he PiessiiduiPs that the "step hack
the iir.douseofusiiiuitd

names presidential nomination,
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determination destrovin.'him.nt

reputation?

whi'spera.

associations,

phllantLro(v',

uncomfortable surroundings

the

community,

whisperings.

the question. Hut, it declares, "those
ivliu nre interested in the republican

t other viewpoints the
Mci.tiiH' reg.ud the getting of votes

the polls to elect candidates ns of
i.vier importance to the party nnd
uiitr,) than getting lichgates to vote
convention j0 nominate candidates.
d while the 'step backward' can be

M.d to get delegates, It can huidly be
j. le :o serve any other purpose than

. e votes at the noils.
ll.is New YorJc republican paper

'Mhfullj sa.vs that the American
'r nre supporters of the civil serv- -

c principle, aiul it claims that be--
seof its championship of tlu keprin- -

,.ts the republican party has gained
confidence nnd aid of thousands of
r.s who otherwise were not the
agist svmpathy wtth that p-r- ty.

take this "step linckvvard," tin 11, vti'ik

invito believers iu better civil srv.
to loot: elsewhere than to the p.-e--t

executive for what they seek.
iho "practical polities" urgunment,
ording to the contention of the New
rk Press, might have a leg to stnnd

1 if the "practical jMjlitlcians" believed
it it was absolutely necessary to io- -

,mliuite MoKlnley, und that the oul.v
sible wa.v to scurc that rcnomlna-- n

was b) the Ovtl service "step Iwick- -
1 rd." Hut the "practical politicians"

.tik It is n foregone conclusion that
will lie renominated. To achieve tho
pose of "practical politics." savs the
ubllcan paper, "it was not necessary

oacksluloon the civ II sen Ice question
1 sacrifice the votes of civil service

' k,"
".here is sound sense in tills, ami it is

unendcd to the romhirn- -
of the delegates to the Ohio rcpub-Jra- n

st.itc convention who so heartily
ernneii.led the president for his "Judl- -
1 us modifications of the civil service
ir. s en Mr promultrated." The Nw!jrk republican mper Is doubtless
gM when It sa.vs "tho mrty mutt suf-Ir- r

ninre or s now, und a groat deal
swre later, when, more pressing que-- t

irs having been disposed of, we arc
upon for reckoning th 'step:. .wrd.' " Cleveland Plain

THE PHILIPPINE SITUATION.
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Although the vvnr in the Philippines
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with Spain. Wo hold, nftcr this period,
less of the territory than Spain occu-
pied and less than wc held In August of
last year. The rebel forces are. now
more "troublesome" than any former
tlitw.
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It has cost $G3,0(H,000 in money, and is
costing nearly $300,000 n day. Our
losses in tin: fighting in Culm which re-

sulted In the surrender of Santiago and
the end of thu war with Spain weie
about 2rro killed and l.noo wounded Our
losses iu Porto llico were three killed
and 40 wounded.

3. There hnve been sent to (ion. Otis
SS.000 men. Some 4,500 more are under
sailing orders. The president has de-
cided, it is said, quietly to enlist Mn:3V
000 volunteers he was authorized ly
congress to add to the nrmy for tcm-jwirar- y

use.
4, According to the best expert tes-

timony It will take from 100,000 to 1511,-00- 0

troops to subdue, the Filipinos ami
hold the principal points in the Islands.

5. 'flic rainy season will soon put an
end to campaigning. "Fifty per cent,
of our men will he incapacitated by
sickness and the territory overrun will
have to be nbandoned; Manila will bo In
a state of siege again." This is tlie tes-
timony of Dr. McQuchton, late of Oon.
Otis' staff npil health olllcer of .Manila.

0. The president's pence commission
liiu total failure, owing largely to Its Ina-

bility to consider any terms except un-
conditional surrender and ubbolutu sub-
mission to the "sovereignty of the
United States."

This is not a pleasing picture. It Is
neither "benevolent assimilation" nor
successful conquest. It has all the. ap-

pearance Of u foolish nnd futile nnd end-
less guerrilla war. If Mr. McKlnley can
"crush thu insurrection by an over-
whelming' force," as his supporters nre
urging him to do, it is manifestly thu
part of wisdom for him to do so. There
is neither hoi.or nor profit iu permit
ting this unnecessary and
war lo drag on into another year. X.
Y. World.

Tho censorship ov er tn telegraph
lilies nt Manila is .we of tho develop-
ments of our ncvvlmperlnl form of gov
ernment which Is particularly signlfl
AnX. A careful seriitiuv of nil mall nnd
if lcgraph matter going Into the Philip
pines Is entirely proper, and as our --ivy
occupies the coast and our forces have,
the cables In ihclr possession It can eas-
ily be maintained. Hut why is the out-
bound matter t,o ruthlessly cut to
pieces?--Pltt- sl urgh Post.

DRUMMERS DISCHARGED.- -

Worker for McKlnlor l 11)0 Win
Aru Now Without ()i

cuiintlon.

MoKIuley was elected president In
lSOu through the influence of the money
power.

Trusts poured out W money neces-
sary to buy votes to thn extent of nt
least $.1,000,000, us admitted b, repub-
lican lenders, nnd it Is believed by Intel-
ligent democrats that tlvo times that
sum was expended.

One of tho lending features of the
campaign was tho cflorts of the army
of commercial travelers, known collo.
qtlliuly us drummers, to secure ballots
forMcKlnloy, the alleged advance agent
of prosperity. What lownnl has boon
given to MUh nrtny of drummers for
sen Ioch rendered?

The answer to this question mny b
found in the testimony before the In
dustrlul commission of p. y Dowo,
president of the I'ommorclulTrnvolors'
nsBoclutlon. Tho figures ho Hihmittcd
Hhow that tho orgimlmtlon of tin
trusts hml resulted In throwing 83,000
salesmen out of employment and in re
ducing tho salaries of 2a,tMR) mon.
President Howe cstimatod that the an
nual loss to th salesmen on a count ol
loss of employment and reductions iir
gregntcd Sirfl.ooo.OOO; to tho hotels, $2S.
000,000, nnd to the railroads. $87,000,000,
hcouust of tho lo of patronage.

Perhaps tho cninmcrolnl travelers
may now rogrot tliolr display of ieul In
behalf of u man whoso election hnti
caused loss of employment in K;any
cases n.id reduction of salurics in most
cases.

In innklug hit statement, tho wituei--s

said: "Tho groat tobacco combine
throw out nbout 3.OC0 salesmen; tho
Continental Tobacco company tele
graphed thcdlt charge of 350 In one day :

the Halting Powder tnwt has dispensed
with till escrptlng half a doren men. I
know of two salesmen discharged by
tho trust who were formerly In the oni
ploy of the C'evclnml Haklng Powder
company, ono receiving a salary ot

,0.0 a ,car, the other $1,300. Their
routes, with those of other dUehnrgint
salesmen, are covered by ono ugeut at
$lSn wook."

In 1SO0 the drummers had townrkfot
McKlnley under duress nnd in four of
losing their situations. Now a largo per
cent, of them have Iteen disuhargoil

of what thoj did. Thoy will
bo heard from in 1WX). Chicago Djino
crat.

REAPING THE WHIRLWIND.

Itrpulillriiti I'rnlrelliin lln llrituishl
I'lirlli I U l.rullluiulr

rrull..
Havotneycr's statcuirnt that Mir

tariff is thcmothci oftnuttsli
not new, but It is true unmistakably,
uiuloiiltibly true. Protection Is ussuiu-l- y

u trust evil nit Is flllb
the begetter of dlsrnso.

Ono republican organ which has ot
late been denouncing trusts in n Pick
wirkian sense said rocfiitl.v that behind
the democratic outirj against trust'
was tliecoiuealed piotlte todfstrov the
principle of protect ion In our rercnue
laws. Tlie democrats have never made
any concealment about tin matter
The, have ulwnvs from tho ltoglnniiig
of their party history oppoid claa leg-
islation, nnd thu principle of pruttctiou
embodies t!u tiKMt flagrant form ol
elans legislation. 'Hum have always op-Me- d

ii protective tariff because that I

the most pronounced form of legalised
robbory.

When the republican party went be-
fore tho country mlwwiitlng n m)1Icv

which takes from tho earnings o't

the many trlbuto for tho jioekcts ol
tho few, it planted iu our public morali
the false tenet Mint It Is proper to force
tlie consumer to pay tho manufacturci
n price bev nnd that derivable from com-
petitive prollt solely to reward him for
being In tho manufacturing business.

Tho republican party planted Mir
wind of protection nnd thu country ii
reaping the whirlwind or trusts.

Mr Ilavemeyornrgued logically when
he took the ground Mint the euro of the
trust oMI cannot liecffcctcd without

its cnusc. Tho democracy pro-
poses, If intrusted with power, to elim-
inate tho protection feature from our
laws nml place tho tariff on u purely
revonuu basis. While dulng this It wlil
attack trusts with every form of reme-
dial legislation dorlv able from thu fed-
eral nnd stnto functions of government.

St. Louis Itcpuhlic.

POINTS AND OPINIONS.

When tho president has time he
will oblige n good many people b) ox
plaining why he delnjed overhauling
the civil service so long If the country
was suffering under Its rules. Kansiu
City 'lime?.

- Mark Twain should hurry home
nnd hustle if he wants to ictalii his
position as the great American humor
1st. Some republican wrote an anti
trust plank for the Ohio plntform.-Oimi- liu

World-Horal- d.

Having observed the satisfactory
and beneficent influence of the spoils
s.stoni In army management and op-
eration, President McKlnley considered
It Ills solemn duty to begin tho break
Ing down of thu entire merit svhtcm.
uciroit lice I Toss.

Mr. Depovv niiikes n center shot
when he declares that trusts ccntrallti
the eont.ol of wenlth, That, of necessi-
ty, must raise prices, reduce wages and
promote Idleness. His declaration that
there is nt present a uontrnry effect will
not be commonly ncceptcd. Doth Mr.
llnnnit and Mr. Dcpew mo npologctio
nnd explanatory in their treatment of
tho trust subject. Their pleas are in
avoidnnce. Mr. Depovv has furnlshen
n conclusive reai.oii why trusts will be
n fighting Issue this yenrnnd nextyeur.
He linH been fr.-n- k enough to express
the great dancer to thu pcoplo Mie
lalslm; of prici.a ml thu lowering t
wanes. Cincinnati Enquirer.

PUNGENT PARAGRAPHS.

The Courtesy of the Unme. "To whnt
may 1 nttrlliute the honor of thlscall?"
"A pair of nccs." Clcv eland l'lnln
Drnler.

"What made jou piny Mint piece over
ignln? 1 didn't call Mint applause an
encore." "Wh.v, the music wns inurked
'Hepeat.' "Philadelphia llulletin.

Not n Party. --Ada"Wusii't titers
some talk of Miuido iniirrylng a duke?"
Dolly "Yes; but you see the duko
didn't say anything about It." Phlla-dolphi- n

Ninth American,
Cold lllooded. "la It true, dnrllng,

Mint j on gave the minister $i for mar-r.vln- g

us?" "Yes, but keep It to your-
self. 1 vnn never so swindled In my
life."-Det- roit I'ree Prow.

A Horn Fighter. Johnson "Mor-
mon .Inko would ruthor fight Minn ent,
I dobolieu'," Hill "Pnrdner.Miatnln't
half of it. Jlo'd druthcr fight than
drink." IiidinuaollM Journal.

Youthful Lover (sighing) "it is not
good for man to llvo ulone." The Ijuly

"Very true, ami that's why It would
bo so much bettor for you to go and
live with your mniuiiin." l'llcgonde
lllaettor.

"Say, Hill, Jne just naked the bos If
iio could gft oir o attend his biother's
fHiiornl, un tho boss nv: '.Are v o sure
If ain't n ball gnine?"W-well- ,
Joo, 'It's n kind o' coinblnnllon ilie
biothor's tho umjilro.'"- - Scrlbnor's.

Puddy "IteuiHrkiiltlo euro. Mint case
of Mrs. Hlank's." Dmlily- - "Haven't
hoanl nlmtit It. What wns II?" Puddy

-- "She has recovered her voloo. You
know she hasn't been able to spook for
Mine yearn. They Induced hor to play
u game of whist, and sho was tnlklng
before she know It." Hoston Tran-
script.

LIGHTNING STRUCK TVICE.

t.lnnl CntlitiMt noil 'I'rrr III II) ilr I'tirk,
riilciiuu, .siirniiiilis o u Sre- -

ii ml siruUt.

Lightning ncvir strikes twieo In the
ame spot, an; stiu old w, but MiBre !

a giant vottonvvood In Hjilti Park that
prove that thcru art CMirptt.uu to ull
rules.

This tnv maud, on the south wM-- of

Piftv-Miir- i! strict between Cornell
avenue and the Illinois Central tracks.
It is tiHiic than 40 jtrnrs old nml Uolc
of the tree moiMinhM of the nrighlxir
hood. Th lateJmlga John A. Jameson
built hi Ihuiitt nt the southwest cor-
ner of I'tftj. third stiert and Cornell
avrnutiln lti7. Tin re wan little or noth-
ing In Hvdu Parkin tlmr dav; so little
Mint the suburban service of the, Illi
nois Con ira I was only ono year old.
and thr were only three trains, u ilnv
i seh way. On the Flflv-lhlr- d street
side ho planted a row of cottouwoodi.
( MtoinwMxU grow rapldl.v and take
kmdlj to tho sandy soil along the lake
1.I101-0- . Tho tow Krqvt- - Into grout trees,
whlflt In, lltiinouiiinit.illiyjOmrkiir,

'len .vonrs ago tho UrguTTof 7lfes
great cnttonvvoods was struck by light,
nlng. The Itolt seemed to be' In tin
shape Of an enormous knife, for It slice;
oil a Inrgw strip of tho trunk for "C

f et or more. Suoh a stroke would hnvt
killed n ! vigorous tree. Hut the
Wg coltouvvood tree stood the blov
bravely, rccovtrcd und wnt on crow.
lug. Iu lime Micro wim nothing InU a
long brown scar to provo the vMtntlon
of the deadl' blast from the shies.

A few days nut) the lightning came
ngaln. Ilefore tho I toll struck the loaves
of the cottonwood wcrw green and
yl v. Within an hour every lenf wns
shrlveliHl. Some of tho leaves dried. up
and becumo blown. Kvur sign of vital-
ity hud dopnrted from thu tree. Vhe
giant entinnwiwvd was dead.

( nrluuah, enough, this Hits the IniTt

left no mark, 'len v rats ngo tit light-rin- g

left a groat wound Iu tlie trunk;
ot the trej lived. Thla timo thuiut'siio

Jgn of tho smallest punctilio; jet tfie-tre- e

whs instantly killed. Chicago In-
ter Oceun.

Xn I ii ml (in Well Hun Itrjr.
Ttfn .venrs ago tho dally oapnoity ot

Mie itHturnl gns wells in the Hmllny
0.) fields wns 20fl,oou,iioo foot. Now it

is down to it few million foot, and tho
pressure Is so low that tlie supply is
almost useless. Tills ,onr will mark
the passing of untiiiul gas us a fuel in
nil of northwestern Ohio. Tlie big pipe
lines which carried gas to 'lolrdo, Tlf.
hn, Sandusky, Nnrwalk and many
mtillerphiees are fust being abandoned

nml tho pipes tnkon Up. Tho pump stat-
ion- of the Northwestern Natural Oct
company are shut down, ns are thosnuf
the city of Toledo, which cost tho mo
nlclpallty $1,500,000. The. gas would
have lasted many years longer If In the

yearn of Its discovery It had not
boon wasted. The famous Krag woll,
piohiihlythc greatest gus pi mincer cvtr
opened up, wns allowed to burn linenn
Uned for mouths at u time, millions of
feet going to waste dally. All through
the natural gas belt, In the early da.v s of
tho craze, tho streets were II thy great
torches, the flames from which some-
times flared up 30 feet into the ulr.
Chlciigo Tribune.

'I'"" Consi'lilritf,
"Here's a queer tulo from Tennes-

see of u family of tl that has Its home,
Hi a hollow tree," said tho woman who
Is alwa.vs Interested iu strange stories
us alio looked up from her paper.

"How would aou like such a homo as
Mint, Willie?" Inquired the woman's
husband, turning to his son und heir.

The boy shook his head.
"Too onuy to get hold of u switch," ho

answered, us his mind reverted to hoiiio
ni' the little controversies ho hud hud
with s father. Chicago Post.

A Tn-l- e (or tin II llilion-- .
"Jiiiiiiiio," hiqulreii Mio neighbor boy

through the fence, "wlintclubUlt your
iiiiiw'h just Joined? 1 heard her uskln'
my maw to join, too,"

"I don't know, but from the way ahe'a
ninklii' me nml the Bcrvants work I
think It must be u drlviu ulub." De-
troit Free 1'ress.


